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9. — A Critical Dictionary of English Literature, and British and 
American Authors, living and deceased, from the earliest Accounts to 
the Middle of the Nineteenth Century. Containing thirty thousand 
Biographies and Literary Notices. By S. Austin Allibone. Phil- 
adelphia : Childs and Peterson. 1855. [Specimen, comprising Let- 
ters A, B, and C] 

We have examined with some care the portion of this great work 
which has been put into our hands. Of the extent to which it has 
gathered in names belonging to literature, our readers may judge when 
we tell them, that under the first surname, Abbot, no less than eighteen 
writers are specified, among whom are several whose names and works 
had not previously come to our knowledge. The article on each author 
gives at least the titles and dates of all his writings, together with the 
leading dates and events of his life when they can be ascertained. 
With reference to men who have attained any degree of celebrity, the 
articles are expanded into detailed biographical sketches, with extracts 
from contemporary opinions, and criticisms upon their literary produc- 
tions and merits. The work seems to us as thorough as it could be 
made, without becoming too voluminous for easy use. The broad, 
double-columned octavo page is tastefully set and arranged ; and the 
various types employed are happily selected, well cut, and clear. The 
enterprise deserves, and will reward, extensive patronage, and the book 
will not be long in the hands of the public before it is deemed essen- 
tial to every library. 



10. — History of the Reign of Philip the Second, King of Spain. By 
William H. Prescott. Vols. I. and II. Boston : Phillips, Samp- 
son, & Co. 1855. 8vo. pp. 618, 610. 

We wait for the completion of this work, to review it, if not as it de- 
serves, at least as may show our grateful appreciation of it, and our 
sense of its worth as a contribution at once to American letters and to 
the historical literature of the world. The author's task was arduous 
in the highest degree ; for during Philip's eventful reign, the fortunes 
of almost every civilized nation were more or less complicated with 
those of Spain, and the unity of the narrative is attained only by the 
dexterous intertwining of many separate threads of history, and the 
skilful construction and arrangement of numerous episodes. Suffice it 
to say, for the present, that the difficulty of the achievement is but the 
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